COIR  PITH  for LOW-COST BULK COMPOSTING  OF  CITY  WASTE

Composting is a pollution-abatement technology.

In our fields, plants absorb only 20% of added Urea. 80% is leached into soil, ground-water and wells : Punjab’s well – water has been ruined by nitrates.

City compost acts like a sponge. It sucks up the urea for later use by the plants.  So 1 bag urea used with compost works like 5 bags.

Compost thus acts as a water – pollution – preventer.

Kuilapalyam village in T.N. uses coir pith to do very low - cost composting under shady trees.  Villagers bring Pondicherry garbage @ Rs 20 per cart-load and pile it into big platforms: 20’x20’x4’ under the tamarind-trees near their village huts.

They cover this garbage with 6” of coir – pith purchased from Pondy @ Rs 50 per cart-load, and leave the heap undisturbed for several months until needed.  The coir pith acts as an insulating blanket to keep in heat, moisture and any smell.  It also keeps out flies and animals, hides ugly heaps & protects compost from rain.

At planting season, the coir pith and the rotted garbage below (now a compost) are collected together and applied in the fields. This makes the crop very drought-resistant as the coir-pith helps to retain water for long.

Since no sieving is done, and the city-compost along with the coir pith is used in the field as it is, ONLY  SEGREGATED  “WET WASTE” should be composted in this low-cost way. This is because soil that contains plastic bags cannot absorb rain-water well.  Seeds cannot germinate well. Plastics make the soil less fertile every year !!  Cows eating plastic bags die slowly of starvation.

Composting can be speeded up by sprinkling the fresh garbage heaps in layers with water containing 5% FRESH COWDUNG and dusting on ~ 5 kg of Rock Phosphate per ton of garbage. 

The temperature builds up very fast, to 70oC in 5-7 days, too hot to hold a hand inside the heap. Then it is time to turn the heap, placing the outer material in the centre of the new heap and the hot inner material on the outside of the new heap

The high temperatures kill weed seeds and kill germs that cause diseases like cholera, typhoid, hepatitis, and worms, besides speeding up the composting.

Compost is ready in 4 weeks with 3-4 turnings.

Encourage private composting efforts by:

WASTE SEGREGATION AT SOURCE: dry / wet

SJSRY schemes for collection of compostable waste + decentralised composting

Free delivery of garbage to the composting spot

Buy-back of off-season compost for city gardens

Encourage banks to finance storage sheds for finished compost at the composters’ site 

